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	Research Topic Title: Great Power Competition (GPC) in the Arctic Information Environment (IE)
	Topic Description: This proposed project is a scalable, multi-faceted examination of Chinese and Russian malign influence activities, Arctic security dynamics, and the role of Great Power Competition (GPC) across the Arctic through the construction and employment of Key Influencer (KI) networks in Canada, United Kingdom, Kingdom of Denmark (Greenland), Norway, Iceland, Finland, and Sweden.  No systematic, sustained study has measured (both qualitatively and quantitatively) the importance of the Arctic to America’s competitors. Russian and Chinese investments of resources spent on bases, equipment, exercises, and deployments to the Arctic represent one gauge of their intentions for the region. Establishing a baseline assessment of the Arctic Information Environment (IE) through KI networks will facilitate sustained assessment of Russian and Chinese increases or decreases in interest as well as the relative costs and benefits of diverting assets and funds from other regions to achieve their long-term Arctic aims. 
	Desired Objectives: This project will provide a baseline assessment of the Arctic information environment (IE) and identify Key Influencer (KI) networks for expert advice on targeting, product/content development, messaging, and measure the effectiveness of Arctic Information Operations (IO) / Military Information Support Operations (MISO) series.
	Extended Topic Description: Note: Arctic White Paper:  Key Influencer (KI) Network Project in the Arctic (26June 20) Available

Project Deliverables - Specific project deliverables will include:

Measure and Track:
• Arctic Operational Environment (i.e., transportation routes, oil and gas extraction, precious mineral extraction, scientific expeditions, fishing, and tourism)
• Arctic Information Environment – emerging threats and key influencers

Russia
• Russian Arctic Interests (i.e., Russian Arctic mythology, territorial sovereignty, Russia as a Petro-state)
• Russian Arctic Militarization (i.e., bases, training, exercises, military deployments, cost)
• Russian Arctic Influence Campaigns (i.e., United States, Canada, Norway, Finland, Sweden, and other countries)
• Russian Arctic Messaging – key themes and strategic narratives
• Russian Information Warfare – tactics and techniques 
• Measures of Effectiveness of Russian Influence Operations in the Arctic 

China
• Chinese Arctic Interests (i.e., Polar Silk Road, Chinese investment, resource extraction, science diplomacy)
• Chinese Arctic Military Build Up (i.e., military and icebreaker deployments, exercises, cost)
• Chinese Arctic Influence Campaigns (i.e., United States, Canada, United Kingdom, Kingdom of Denmark - Greenland, Iceland, and other countries)
• Chinese Arctic Messaging – key themes and strategic narratives
• Chinese Information Warfare – tactics and techniques 
• Measures of Effectiveness of Chinese Influence Operations in the Arctic
•  “Dual use” and other economic investments that can have military and security applications (both offensive and defensive)
• Expert and key stakeholder opinion on the evolving Arctic defense and security environment

Identify:
• Russian and Chinese Arctic policies, including formal and informal positions, by government and non-government influencers
• Potential political, legal, and physical challenges to established governance structures and norms in the Arctic
• Shifts in Russian and Chinese objectives in the Arctic, vis-à-vis economic development, transportation routes, resource extraction, defense spending, and governance initiatives
• Future law of the sea challenges and their implications
• Chinese and Russian state-owned-investments in different Arctic regions, with a special focus on key strategic resources

Analyze:
• The extensive security literature to track and discern trends in Arctic regional security dynamics and emerging threats
• The defense and security implications of increased shipping and foreign activity in and through Arctic waterways
• Arctic state and private sector capabilities in the region, highlighting areas of productive cooperation that might be pursued and potential areas of political friction that might be avoided
• Conventional and unconventional threats to the Homeland Defense of the United States and Canada in and through the Arctic region

	Requesting/Sponsoring Organization: NORAD and USNORTHCOM/J39
	Point Of Contact: Dr. Ed Campbell
	Mailing Address: 250 Vandenberg , Suite B016  Peterson AFB, CO 80914
	Email Address_es_:email: n-nc.peterson.n-ncj7.mbx.j72-education-team-omb@mail.mil
	Telephone Number-Commercial and DSN: 719-554-9059
	Fax Number-Commercial and DSN: 
	Available Funding, If Any: None
	Additional Comments: This project supports Global Integration (CJCSI 3050.01, 31 Dec 18) by providing NORAD and USNORTHCOM, USEUCOM, USINDOPACOM, MOD-UK, and CJOC the ability to proactively respond to Russian and Chinese malign influence activities in the Arctic Information Environment (IE). In recognition of the increasing Great Power Competition (GPC) facing the United States and its allies in the Arctic, the Department of Defense’s 2019 Arctic Strategy called for a renewed emphasis on situational awareness.  Russian and Chinese malign influence activities in the Arctic challenge United States, Canada, and European interests in the region which require an understanding of competitors’ motivations, interests, and tactics. This project will provide NORAD and USNORTHCOM, USEUCOM, USINDOPACOM, MOD-UK, and CJOC with an in-depth analytical perspective from regional experts to place Arctic developments and activities into perspective. Tracking of Russian and Chinese influence activities in the region will quantify their interest and substantiate – or invalidate – security messaging from those governments. Likewise, tracking their key themes and messages as well as strategic narratives will provide the United States and its Allies with a more comprehensive understanding of competitor intent and insure that the United States and its Allies are well-positioned to respond to Russia and China in the future.
	Submission Date: August 4, 2020
	Desired Completion Date: January 9th, 2021
	Classification: UNCLASSIFIED


